Grosse Ile Township Cable Commission Minutes Revised
April 15, 2010 – Regular Meeting  @ Grosse Ile Township Hall  
A regular meeting of the Cable Commission was called to order at 7:35  p.m. by Chairman Darryl Froehlich  at Grosse Ile Township Hall, on Thursday,  April 15th, 2010.
Roll call:  the following seated Members of the Commission were in attendance and a quorum existed:

1. Absent -  Robert Buckley

2. Ted Fournier 
3. Darryl Froehlich  
4.  Jennifer Park 
5.  Kathy Walker
6.  Pam Frucci

7. Craig Pilkington - Tardy
8. Thomas Saunders 
Craig Pilkington  made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and seconded by Jennifer Park.
Reports from Liaisons & Cable Department 

Township Board Liaison:  The Web-site Advisory Committee will continue until September 30, 2010.  There will be a Township Board Study Session on April 26, 2010 to discuss the Township Web-Site. 
Cable & Communications Department Supervisor:  New shows are coming to GI-TV.    Pam’s Story Hour  and the Animal Shelter PSA.  There are currently 140 members on GI’s Township Facebook. A complaint was received regarding the sound on – Comcast  Channel  12.  Comcast will be distributing FREE digital adapters but declined the offer to have GI Township Hall be a distribution site.  Ted handed out information regarding the digital new site for television shows and information that identifies how households are cutting out cable from their monthly expenses.  It is a trend that should  NOT be ignored.  It is potentially a serious fiscal concern for the municipalities that get a franchise fee. Grosse Ile Municipality gets a franchise fee from the following: 5%- COMCAST, 5%- WOW & 7-AT&T.  The unspent remainder of franchise fees goes to the general fund.   Grosse Ile’s Cable Use demographics is primarily “basic cable” with very few add-ons.
There are very few AT&T customers.   The AT&T customers have been paying for 3 years yet they currently don’t get the GI-TV channel .  We have an obligation to address the needs of our AT&T customers.  
Currently, the streaming video and record retention (Granicus proposed purchase) doesn’t look like it is going to happen because the board might redirect the $9,000 budgeted item elsewhere.  GI Board will have to decide what they want and proceed.  Clerk’s office will have to cover their portion of the cost.  The Cable Department has enough money to buy the equipment and pay the monthly fee per the 2010-2011 Budget.  Board has to define what they want to do with records.   
There is a succession plan in place for Ted.   
School Board Liaison:  GIEF is holding a big fund raiser on April 24th,  2010  at a ticket price of  $75 per person.  .  Raffle prizes include Smart Board,  Mac Book,  IPod Shuffer &  Ipod Touch . On a Smart Board your finger is the mouse and it is very interactive for children.   Jennifer is a certified Smart Board Trainer and will be doing a demonstration at the fund raiser.  The money generated from the fund raiser will pay for field trips, tools that prepare the children for the MEEP’s, etc.  Pick up tickets at any Grosse Ile School.  There is an upcoming meeting for families to host a visiting Chinese student.  Interested families are encouraged to attend the meeting. The exchange student program duration is July 2010 to June 2011.  
Unfinished Business:  Revised Duties and Responsibilities for the Cable Commission.  Two copies, one from Brian Loftus one from Pam Frucci and Ted Fournier.  Chapter 67, Articles X  Grosse Ile Municipal Code. Prepare this new proposal to present to the Township Board.  The Cable Commissioners are public representatives.  

Chapter 67-40  The name will be changed to the “Communications Commission”. The Township Supervisor wants to raise the number of Commissioners to “7 members”.  The Township Board may appoint any number of non-voting advisors to serve at the will of the Township Board. 

Chapter 67- 41 Add “under contact with the Township”.  
67-42 “Maintain an effective and professional township web-site and to utilize these assets”.  Ted is going to continue to research the 40% issue, there are some historical meeting minutes missing from the files.  Every department is funded from a dedicated source of funding ( Franchise Fee ).  Under dispute – need more research.

Negotiated agreement for cell tower money goes to recreation department to pay for Centennial Farms. 
Motion to table item C for futher investigation.  Motion made my Craig, seconded by Jennifer.  Motion passed unanimously.

There was an extensive review of the proposed revisions for discussion at the Cable Commission meeting.  All items were agreed with two exceptions that are going to be further researched.

New Business:  Craig wanted to make a motion that GI-TV adds the slide that was created by Oportunity Grosse Ile.  The Opportunity Grosse Ile slide was on the web-site however it didn’t show well.  The print was too small and the graphics didn’t translate to both the web-site and TV.  The slide was an advertisement in A Source Magazine. 
Channel 18 is available for Public Access. The decision to “deny” Public Access Cable was made by a prior Cable Commission ( years ago).  

Motion to adjourn was made by Tom Saunders at n  9:55 and seconded by Darryl  Froehlich.
Next Board Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Thursday May 20, 2010. Deadline to submit items to Chairman for inclusion on printed agenda:  May 18, 2010.  Please forward to defroehlich@comcast.net or call 734-675-2944.

Kathy L. Walker
Secretary- GI Cable Commission 
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