Grosse Ile Township Cable Commission Minutes
March 18th, 2010 – Regular Meeting  @ Grosse Ile Township Hall  
A regular meeting of the Cable Commission was called to order at 7:35  p.m. by Chairman Darryl Froehlich  at Grosse Ile Township Hall, on Thursday,  March 18th, 2010.
Roll call:  the following seated Members of the Commission were in attendance and a quorum existed:

1. Absent: Robert Buckley

2. Ted Fournier 
3. Darryl Froehlich  
4.  Jennifer Park 
5.  Kathy Walker
6.  Pam Frucci

7. Craig Pilkington Tardy
8. Thomas Saunders 
Pam Frucci  made a motion to approve the minutes of the previous meeting and seconded by Jennifer Park.
Reports from Liaisons & Cable Department 

Township Board Liaison:  Woman’s history month first segment already filmed.  Something about  Amelia Earhart.  2nd part from History Channel –can not proceed because it’s copy written.  Third part turned away due to copyright question.  Last event will be filmed in the Board Room.  GI-TV will film woman’s event regarding Pilot Pat Smart. She has flown since 1978.  No Yankee Air Force involvement – solely woman’s event.  The Pilot house will host an afterglow.  Ted suggested to avoid the protracted time delay to obtain a waiver from the various publisher, they should be contacted first to see what books or authors they will allow to be used. 

Annual meeting  Monday, March 29th reception from 5:30 – 6:30.   Annual Meeting 6:30-7:30 followed by regular Board Meeting at 7:30.  Pam passed out suggested changes and revisions to the Cable Commission Chapter 67 Article X Grosse Ile Municipal Code.  She reviewed the changes and discussion followed.  Big sticking point – dedicated franchise fees current 100% go to GI-TV and the propose changes are more arbitrary.  Some of the original wording hasn’t been updated.  Pam will check on accuracy of original document and will bring information to the next meeting. 
Cable & Communications Department Supervisor:  Promo for Carnival on March 26th .   Complaint  was received regarding  sound on – Comcast –digital and analog signal. Comcast will clear up some bandwidth 28-90 all digital.  Comcast will send out a series of letters to public.  Governmental Affairs for Comcast met with Ted.  There may be a brief interruption of service.  Comcast will give digital boxes to consumer starting in April.  No fee.  Ted has been asked to cover the La Cross at Michigan State ( it’s a Club Sport not a varsity so it’s not in violation of League contracts.)
Granicus proposed purchase – issues, streaming video and record retention.  GI Board will have to decide what they want and follow through.   Clerk’s office will have to cover their portion of the cost.  Cable has enough money to buy the equipment and pay the monthly fee.  Board has to define what they want to do with records.    
School Board Liason:  William Eis is new Superintendant starting July 1, 2010.  Carnival March 26th, need volunteers and patrons.  Retirements -  buy outs offered to teachers – so far 16 of 105 will take them.  Nine teachers are currently on layoff.  Grosse Ile School System has low enrollment in kindergarten to second grade.  State not securing our funding, lots more cuts.  Cut 1 million a year for the last two years.  Tough decisions are ahead.  “School of Choice” K – 2 is still undecided.  We make money off of the DC-TC.  Allow teachers to enroll their children in our school system although they are not residents.  There will be 15 Chinese exchange students enrolling in the 2010 school year. Grosse Ile has a contract with China.  China pays $9,000 to GI School System for every student.  GI School System also receives $9,000 from the state for each student.  Jennifer will provide Ted with the School Annual Calendar.  
Unfinished Business:   Daryl wrote Bob Buckley a nice letter regarding leaving the Commission. Dale Ream will contact Bob Buckley regarding his resignation and officially recognize him for his many years of service. Ted spoke glowingly of his involvement. Bob is regarded as  the “Biggest Asset” to the Cable Commission of any member ever!
Next Board Meeting: 7:30 p.m. Thursday April 15, 2010. Deadline to submit items to Chairman for inclusion on printed agenda:  April 10, 2010.  Please forward to defroehlich@comcast.net or call 734-675-2944.

1. Meeting was adjourned at 9:27 p.m. by  Craig Pilkington    and 2nd by Jennifer Park.
Kathy L. Walker
Secretary- GI Cable Commission 
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