Procedure for Acquiring Open Space Property

Grosse Ile Township

Updated Dec 2009
The following is the procedure for acquiring vacant property for the Grosse Ile Michigan Open Space/Greenways Program.

Inquires to sell property to the Open Space Program can be made by property owners, real estate agents or other interested parties.   

1. Offers are made by contacting the Township Manager’s office. 

2. The Manager obtains from the property owner or his representative a legal description of the property and the proposed selling price if available.

3. The Manager forwards the property description to the Open Space Committee for evaluation.

4. The Open Space committee evaluates the property using a quantitative method. The purpose of the evaluation is to provide a GUIDE to the Manager for purchasing the property. This evaluation is made in a closed-door executive session in order to maintain the required confidentiality between buyer and seller. 

5. The evaluation is forwarded to the Manager who notifies the seller regarding the interest.  If there is an interest, he enters into negotiations with the seller to establish a selling price.  Note: the Township Manager is the point person representing the Township in the negotiations;

Members of the Open Space Committee do not participate.

6. Upon successful completion of negotiations and agreement on the selling price, the Manager presents the proposal to the Township Board at a scheduled Township meeting.

7. The Township Board reviews the proposal and either approves of rejects it.

8. If approved. The Township Manager completes the purchase with the buyer.

Prepared by Clifford R. St. Pierre Chairman Grosse Ile Open Space Committee
May 15th 2009 and subsequently consensed by the Committee.
